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Men’s Bible Study:From Toil To Faith!
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Desiring A New Way To Live!

!
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A gospel-centered understanding of work leads us to repent of “bent” coping patterns
and deep idols and to more fully participate in God’s work in the world as we are
conformed to the likeness of Jesus. Understanding all that Jesus has accomplished for
us enables us to see our daily as a partnership with God in his work in the world. The
Gospel-Centered Life at Work (34-35)
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Why does a gospel-centered understanding of work lead us to repent of “bent” coping
patterns and deep idols? What coping patterns and idols do you need to deal with?
Think of some personal implications of a Christ-centered perspective of work and
imagine some new ways of relating to those around you. !
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READ!
Matthew 18:21-35 Good News Translation !
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“21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, if my brother keeps on sinning against
me, how many times do I have to forgive him? Seven times?” 22 “No, not seven times,”
answered Jesus, “but seventy times seven,[a] 23 because the Kingdom of heaven is
like this. Once there was a king who decided to check on his servants' accounts. 24 He
had just begun to do so when one of them was brought in who owed him millions of
dollars. 25 The servant did not have enough to pay his debt, so the king ordered him to
be sold as a slave, with his wife and his children and all that he had, in order to pay the
debt. 26 The servant fell on his knees before the king. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged,
‘and I will pay you everything!’ 27 The king felt sorry for him, so he forgave him the
debt and let him go.28 “Then the man went out and met one of his fellow servants who
owed him a few dollars. He grabbed him and started choking him. ‘Pay back what you
owe me!’ he said. 29 His fellow servant fell down and begged him, ‘Be patient with me,
and I will pay you back!’ 30 But he refused; instead, he had him thrown into jail until he
should pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were
very upset and went to the king and told him everything. 32 So he called the servant in.
‘You worthless slave!’ he said. ‘I forgave you the whole amount you owed me, just
because you asked me to. 33 You should have had mercy on your fellow servant, just
as I had mercy on you.’ 34 The king was very angry, and he sent the servant to jail to
be punished until he should pay back the whole amount.” 35 And Jesus concluded,
“That is how my Father in heaven will treat every one of you unless you forgive your
brother from your heart.”
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How did the servant in Matthew 18 fail in his response? What should his response have
been? Can you remember a time when you failed to be merciful, forgiving, and
generous despite the fact that God has been merciful, forgiving, and generous to you?
What does that reveal about your reliance on the gospel’s power in your life?!
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READ!
Luke 15:11-31 Good News Translation !
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“11 Jesus went on to say, “There was once a man who had two sons. 12 The younger
one said to him, ‘Father, give me my share of the property now.’ So the man divided his
property between his two sons. 13 After a few days the younger son sold his part of the
property and left home with the money. He went to a country far away, where he wasted
his money in reckless living. 14 He spent everything he had. Then a severe famine
spread over that country, and he was left without a thing. 15 So he went to work for one
of the citizens of that country, who sent him out to his farm to take care of the pigs.
16 He wished he could fill himself with the bean pods the pigs ate, but no one gave
him anything to eat. 17 At last he came to his senses and said, ‘All my father's hired
workers have more than they can eat, and here I am about to starve! 18 I will get up
and go to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against God and against you. 19 I
am no longer fit to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired workers.”’ 20 So he
got up and started back to his father.
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“He was still a long way from home when his father saw him; his heart was filled with
pity, and he ran, threw his arms around his son, and kissed him. 21 ‘Father,’ the son
said, ‘I have sinned against God and against you. I am no longer fit to be called your
son.’ 22 But the father called to his servants. ‘Hurry!’ he said. ‘Bring the best robe and
put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet. 23 Then go and get the
prize calf and kill it, and let us celebrate with a feast! 24 For this son of mine was dead,
but now he is alive; he was lost, but now he has been found.’ And so the feasting
began.
25 “In the meantime the older son was out in the field. On his way back, when he came
close to the house, he heard the music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the
servants and asked him, ‘What's going on?’ 27 ‘Your brother has come back home,’ the
servant answered, ‘and your father has killed the prize calf, because he got him back
safe and sound.’ 28 The older brother was so angry that he would not go into the
house; so his father came out and begged him to come in. 29 But he spoke back to his
father, ‘Look, all these years I have worked for you like a slave, and I have never
disobeyed your orders. What have you given me? Not even a goat for me to have a
feast with my friends! 30 But this son of yours wasted all your property on prostitutes,
and when he comes back home, you kill the prize calf for him!’ 31 ‘My son,’ the father
answered, ‘you are always here with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had
to celebrate and be happy, because your brother was dead, but now he is alive; he
was lost, but now he has been found.’”
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In these verses how does the younger brother initially miss the “good news” of his
father’s character and how does the older brother miss it in the end? How does the
story of the two brothers and generous father speak to your own struggles of missing
the gospel with performance and pretense?

