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Men’s Bible Study:Transformation!
!

God Uses Work to Change Us!
!

	
  

Since we spend so much time working (at school, marketplace, home, etc), the workplace is the primary
setting for our vocational partnership with God. And simultaneously it’s also potentially one of the most
significant places for our personal transformation into the likeness of Christ. The Gospel-Centered Life at
Work (20-22)!
Have you ever thought of your workplace as one of the most significant places for your personal
transformation into the likeness of Christ? Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not?
How might it change your perception of work to think of it this way? !
READ!
Romans 8:18-21 Good News Translation !
18 I consider that what we suffer at this present time cannot be compared at all with the glory that is going
to be revealed to us. 19 All of creation waits with eager longing for God to reveal his children. 20 For
creation was condemned to lose its purpose, not of its own will, but because God willed it to be so. Yet
there was the hope 21 that creation itself would one day be set free from its slavery to decay and would
share the glorious freedom of the children of God.”!
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1 Corinthians 10:13 Good News Translation !
13 Every test that you have experienced is the kind that normally comes to people. But God keeps his
promise, and he will not allow you to be tested beyond your power to remain firm; at the time you are put
to the test, he will give you the strength to endure it, and so provide you with a way out.!
What benefits does Paul suggest come through suffering and testing? How is God present with
us at those times?!
READ!
James 1:2-12 Good News Translation !
2 My friends, consider yourselves fortunate when all kinds of trials come your way, 3 for you know that
when your faith succeeds in facing such trials, the result is the ability to endure. 4 Make sure that your
endurance carries you all the way without failing, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
nothing. 5 But if any of you lack wisdom, you should pray to God, who will give it to you; because God
gives generously and graciously to all. 6 But when you pray, you must believe and not doubt at all.
Whoever doubts is like a wave in the sea that is driven and blown about by the wind. 7-8 If you are like
that, unable to make up your mind and undecided in all you do, you must not think that you will receive
anything from the Lord.!
9 Those

Christians who are poor must be glad when God lifts them up, 10 and the rich Christians must be
glad when God brings them down. For the rich will pass away like the flower of a wild plant. 11 The sun
rises with its blazing heat and burns the plant; its flower falls off, and its beauty is destroyed. In the same
way the rich will be destroyed while they go about their business.!
12 Happy

are those who remain faithful under trials, because when they succeed in passing such a test,
they will receive as their reward the life which God has promised to those who love him.!
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What are three things James says about the value of trials and temptations? How have you found
these principles to be relevant in your own life?

